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From Our Vicar...  

òSmoking for Jesusó!!   

Fellowship and Gospel Music on Thursday, June 10th  

REFLECTIONS...  

 

As we turn the corner into summer and approach the half way mark for the year, I cannot 
help but reflect on our life in Christ thus far.  The church (the people of God) of St. Luke's 

has been alive with deep meaningful worship and joyful, exciting ministry.  Holy Week and 
Easter were filled with profound days of worship for us.  With the end of the fifty days of 
Easter, we had a powerful Pentecost service, experiencing the likeness of the event in scrip-
ture by hearing the Gospel read simultaneously in seven languages.  Trinity Sunday fell appro-

priately on Memorial Day weekend that ended in a moving memorial service with the planting 
of flags by the children of the church, prayers and reading of those who had given their lives in 

the service of their country in the first nineteen days of May. 

 

Our mission and outreach for the first half of the year included raising matching funds for our 
newest missionary, Grace Preston, as she prepares to leave for Haiti.  Since January, there 

have been three mission trips to Piedras Negras, two sewing missions and three construction 
projects which included building one completely new habitat, one almost completely new and 
the installation of a new metal roof for another dwelling.  Our Evangelism group has two new 
events on the calendar to reach out beyond the church in our local community.  "Smoking for 
Jesus Ministries" will be joining us for a picnic on the grounds of St. Luke's and a gospel music 

performance by their choir.   The second event on the calendar is a walk or run for Cancer 
known as òRelay for Life," an all night fund raising event in Marble Falls.  A  St. Luke's team will 
be participating.  These efforts are also being supported by our Communications and Hospi-

tality Groups. 

 

Christian Education for adults and children have had continuing and new programs presented 

this year with additional teachers in both programs.  Our service ministries within the church  

(Continued on Page 8) 

Mark your calendar for Thursday, June 10, 6:30 PM.  St. Lukeõs will host an evening of outdoor live gospel 

music provided by the òSmoking for Jesusó ministry.  Please bring friends, a picnic dinner and lawn chairs. St. 

Lukeõs will provide tea, coffee, water and cookies.  The music will begin after dinner. 

The name of their ministry, "Smoking for Jesus" comes from Revelations 3:16 which reads "So, because you 

are lukewarmñneither hot nor coldñI am about to spit you out of my mouth". Learn more about our 

"Smoking for Jesus" friends by searching òSmoking for Jesusó on your internet browser.  The òSmoking for 

Jesusó ministry moved to the Burnet/Marble Falls area following Hurricane Katrinaõs destruction. RSVP to 

Christie S. at 830-825-2102, or Sandi B. at 830-825-0211, or Beth P. at 830-613-4324.  Hope to see and 

your friends on June 10th! 
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Important Dates  

¶ WǳƴŜ п ϧ рΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ŀƴŎŜǊ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ άwŜƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜέ όǎŜŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 

¶ WǳƴŜ млΥ ά{ƳƻƪƛƴƎ CƻǊ WŜǎǳǎέ DƻǎǇŜƭ aǳǎƛŎΣ сΥол ta όǎŜŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

¶ WǳƴŜ муΥ άwŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ /ȅƴǘƘƛŀ WƻƻǎǘέΣ мм !aΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ όǎŜŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

¶ WǳƴŜ нмΥ .ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ р taΣ {ǿƻǇŜ Iŀƭƭ 

¶ CƛǊǎǘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΥ aŜƴΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ DǊƻǳǇΣ с !aΣ {ǿƻǇŜ Iŀƭƭ 

Altar Guild Schedule  

 

6/6    - Gail Moreman, Sally Smith &  

             Candy Falatko 

6/13  - Paula Sumners, Sandi Burleson,                                                                                              

             Linda Appleton 

6/20  - Sandy Hodges, Doreen Budde &  

            Sue Peterson 

6/27  - Rita Reiner & Connie Bye 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ 

June 21, 5 PM 

Swope Hall 

All are welcome to attend 

Important Contactsé 
 Vicar  - Tommy Bye ; 817-308-5850 ; Email: byetommy@yahoo.com 

 Church Office  - 830-825-8001 

Bishopõs Committee  Contact Information  

Sandy Hodges, Senior Warden Home: 512-663-9745, Cell: 830-644-2345;  

scrofts@windstream.net 

Dave Greene, Junior Warden,  830-832-5848 

Don Gray, Secretary, 512-496-3583 

Marie McShane, 512-261-6780 

Jorn Budde, 512-695-6057 

Jim Furber, 830-868-4437 

Fielding Reiner, 830-825-3335 

Christie Schroeter,  830-825-2102 

St. Lukeõs is on the Web... 

Find the website at http://www.stlukes-cm.org 

 

Our website is the place to visit for daily de-

votionals, photos, calendar, current and past 

newsletters, Bishopõs committee minutes, 

events at St. Lukeõs, driving directions, sched-

ule of lay readers, acolytes, and greeters, etc.  

 

UPDATES FOR YOUR  

CHURCH DIRECTORY  

 

  

(TEXT OMMITTED FOR PRIVACY 

REASONS  WHEN POSTED ON THE 

INTERNET)  

Send updates to St. Lukeôs at office@stlukes - cm.org  

or phone the church office at 830 -825 -8001.  

Receive this Newsletter in òColoró  

 

If you receive this newsletter through the mail, you 

might be interested to know that you can view a 
color version by email. The color version features 
color photos, color headlines, color backgrounds, etc. 
Itõs really nice on the eye. To receive the color ver-
sion by email, simply send your email address to Don 

Gray at donaldkgray@gmail.com. In the message 
please indicate whether you still wish to receive the 
black and white paper copy though the mail or 

whether the emailed copy will do for you.  
New grand baby!!  Carson and Lexi Yost had a baby girl born 

May 22nd. Birth weight of 6 pounds, 12 oz. The baby is named Cypress 

Lee Yost.  Mary Ralph Lowe is the babyõs proud grandmother. 

https://mail.google.com/mail/contacts/ui/ContactManager?js=RAW&maximize=true&hide=true&position=absolute&hl=en&emailsLink=true&sk=true&titleBar=false&border=NONE&eventCallback=ParentStub1275274821542&zx=5gazti-3o7equ
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St. Lukeõs Services & Events 

Sundays  Services  

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist (no music)  
9:15 AM: Adult Christian Education (in parish hall)  
9:15 AM: Child care while parents attend Adult Education (white Sunday School building)  
10:00 AM: Children Sunday School (assemble in parish hall)  
10:15 AM: Holy Eucharist (with music)  
10:15 Children's education (white Sunday School building)  

11:15 AM: Coffee and snacks (in parish hall)  

Other Days   

Monday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  
Tuesday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  
Tuesday 9:30 AM: Women's Bible Study  
Tuesday 6:30 PM: English as a Second Language Class  
Wednesday 6:00 AM (first Wednesday of each month): Men's Prayer Group  
Wednesday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  
Wednesday 11:00 AM: Holy Eucharist  
Wednesday noon: Women's Small Group  

Wednesday 12:30 PM: Men's Small Group at La Feria restaurant, Hwy 620 near Hwy 71, across from Home Depot  

Date  Service Time  Greeter  Lay Reader  Acolyte  

6/6 8:00 AM                   Frana K.   

6/6 10:15 AM                Don G.  Mike K.                 Christie S. 

6/13 8:00 AM                   Amy K.   

6/13 10:15 AM                 Joe M.  Thomas S. 

6/20 8:00 AM                   Liz M.   

6/20 10:15 AM                 David G.  Liz M.                David M. 

6/27 8:00 AM                   John S.   

6/27 10:15 AM                 Ladd S.  Marie M.               Thomas S. 

7/4            8:00 AM                   .Linda A. 

7/4 10:15 AM                 Pat B.         Monique R.           Lonnie R.  

7/11         8:00 AM                                    Scott D.  

7/11         10:15 AM                                  Pat B.             . 

Lay Reader, Acolyte, and  

Greeter Schedule  

Great News for  

St. Luke's "Mission" Efforts!  

 

Connie Bye applied for apportionment funds a few months ago 

through the diocesan World Mission Office to provide funding 

for our efforts in Piedras Negras. The application process re-

quired description of our plans for the coming year and antici-

pated money required for the sewing and construction projects. 

Connie asked for $5,000.  And we were granted that amount!!!  

 

God has truly blessed our efforts since last September when we 

had our Mexican Fundraising Dinner. Four new sewing ma-

chines, scissors, and various sewing supplies and fabrics were 

first purchased.  We have had three sewing missions and two 

construction missions, with another sewing mission scheduled 

for the end of May. All this in only eight months.  

 

Martha Curry, from the World Mission office,  has said two 

things that have really stuck with Connie.  One, she  said to find 

mission work that build relationships. Don't let it be a onetime 

thing. Secondly, she said she has never seen a church not grow 

and flourish when committed to mission work. We are building 

close relationships with the El Buen Pastor community in Piedras 

Negras and our church is flourishing. God is truly blessing us 

richly. And there are opportunities for all of us to get involved 

either in preparation locally from Cypress Mill or on the scene 

in Piedras Negras. 

You are loved. You have a purpose. You are not alone.  You can have Eternal Life.  

WOMENõS BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
The Women's Bible Study will continue to meet through the sum-
mer.  We meet from 9:30 to 11:00 Tuesday mornings in Swope Hall.  
We are currently studying the Book of Acts.  For more information, 
please contact Christie Schroeter (830-825-2102), Rita Reiner (830-

825-3335), or Beth Preston (830-613-4324.  All women are wel-

come! 
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FROM OUR SENIOR WARDEN Sandy Hodges 

Happenings at St. Luke s 

 

 I am pleased to welcome John Stephenson as the newest member of the Bishop s Committee.  John s first meeting was last month. He is a great 

addition to the committee.  Welcome John. 

 

Expansion of Swope Hall  status the final drawings have been completed and sent to draftsman, Rob Haley, who is producing the blueprints 

for the project. Blueprints should be ready the first part of June.   The expansion will be 4,005 square feet with a 12-foot covered porch 

surrounding the east and south sides of the hall giving added space for activities and events, weather permitting.  Seating capacity is estimated to 

be between 154 people seated at tables and 200 chairs.   This project will enhance the work/ministries of this church.  Drawings will be available 

for all to see once we get the blueprints back.  There will be get together to share the plans of the project. Date to be determined. 

 

New chairpersons  Monique and Lonnie Ragsdale has agreed to serve as chairpersons of the Stewardship committee. There is a stewardship-

training course scheduled for August 28, in San Antonio. Anyone wanting to attend is welcome. St. Luke s stewardship annual stewardship drive 

will begin in September.   

Liz Manning agreed to serve as Capital Campaign chairperson for the expansion of Swope Hall.  Liz has already set the machine in motion to 

begin this important task.  She awaits the estimated amount needed to complete the project before starting the campaign.  This figure should be 

available to us the early part of June.   

Thanks to Monique, Lonnie and Liz for their spirit and willingness to serve. 

 

GivingThe giving spirit of the members of St. Luke s never ceases to amaze me. There are all kinds of ways to give.  Many of you give of your 

time, talents, hearts and resources.  This past month we have received so many blessings and gifts. Rita and Fielding Reiner have once again 

shown their love and dedication to the Lord and St. Luke s by donating a portion of their property to the church.  This property is located just east 

of the church and can be used for whatever the need may be.   To Rita and Fielding, we are grateful not only for the generous gift but for the 

example of Christian leadership and support you show and have shown for so many years. 

We were also blessed to receive two very complete First Aid kits for the church.  These kits were donated anonymously and will be placed in 

Swope Hall and the Children s Education Center. No longer will we have to hunt for a band-aide.  The church received a partial grant to purchase 

a new defibrillator.  Additional donations for this machine were received from members of the congregation.  Thanks to all for your generosity and 

support of our medical/safety needs. The defibrillator should arrive in 2-3 weeks.  It will serve adults and children alike.  Hope it is never needed 

but if it is we will be ready.  Training for CPR and AED use will be announced. 

 

Church MinistriesA grant from the PEC employee association for $540.00 was awarded to St. Luke s May 27, at a ceremony hosted by PEC.  

This money will be used to send children to Camp Capers.  Corby Craig and Betsy Stephenson submitted this grant application.  Thanks to you 

both. 

St. Luke s received a grant of $5,000.00 to be used for our ministry to Piedras Negras.  Connie Bye is the author of this grant.  Thanks Connie for 

your leadership with this ministry. 

David Manning continues to give of himself through the Lay Reading Ministry offering training for those wishing to serve as Acolytes and Lay 

Readers.  Thanks David for providing this opportunity for those who wish to participate in this way. 

The Evangelism ministry group is actively reaching out into the community through the upcoming Relay for Life  6/4-5, and the Smoking For 

Jesus  gospel singers coming to St. Luke s 6/10/10.  For more information on this ministry contact Christie Schroeter, Beth Preston, Mike Kelly or 

Sandy Burleson. 

A wonderful get together was held at Betsy and John s home to welcome those that attended the recent Cursillo.  We are proud of Scott Dawson, 

Elizabeth Clark and Beth Preston for taking this spiritual walk.  We were all moved to hear the blessings they each received.  

 

ColumbariumWork continues.  A landscape architect has been contracted to design the space for the wall.  Betsy and her committee will meet 

again as soon as they receive the first draft of the design. 
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Donõt Let Me Miss Your Grace 
A song of Cursillo #249 

Donõt let me miss Your grace! 
Iõm longing to see Your face. 
Let me drink from Your cup; 
Come fill me up. 

Donõt let me miss Your grace. 
 
Donõt let me hide in the sand! 
Come take me by the hand. 
Let me ride on Your Spirit, 

And donõt let me fear it. 
Donõt let me hide in the sand. 
 
Donõt let me hunger and thirst! 
Feed me until I burst. 

I want the good stuff, 
And I canõt get enough. 
Donõt let me hunger and thirst. 
 

Donõt let me miss Your heart! 
Live in mine, and never depart. 
Let me love every face, 
Let me stand in his place. 
Donõt let me miss Your heart. 

 
Donõt pass by me, for pityõs sake! 
Iõll do whatever it takes. 
Take my heart, take my soul; 
Take my life, make me whole. 

Donõt pass by me, for pityõs sake. 
 
Donõt let me escape Your joys! 
I lay down all of my toys. 
I desire only You; 

Nothing less will do. 
Donõt let me escape Your joys. 
 
Donõt let me hold my tongue! 

Let me tell to old and to young 
My favorite story, 
Your beauty and glory. 
Donõt let me hold my tongue. 
 

Donõt let me stand alone! 
I canõt do it on my own. 
In union with Thee 
Is where I would be. 
Donõt let me stand alone. 

 
Donõt let me miss Your grace! 
And donõt let time erase 
The fire of this burning, 

This longing, this yearning. 
Donõt let me miss Your grace. 
 
By His grace, Beth Preston 

 

SUNDAY REFRESHMENTS  

YUMMY FOR DAõ  TUMMY!! 

A sign-up sheet is posted on the refrig-

erator in  Swope Hall for those volun-

teering to bring refreshments to be 

served on Sundays.  Ideas might include 

fruit, cheese, crackers, cookies, cakes, 

veggies, sweet rolls (plus biscuits and 

gravy is always popular with Don Gray!),  

Submit Your  

òSt. Lukeõsó Photos!!  

 

St. Lukeõs recently created a new òon-lineó 
photo album to store, share and organize 
photos of the church, its life, and its parish-

ioners. Most of all, over time, these photos 
capture St. Lukeõs history. Soon,  it is hoped 

that photos taken in the past (even WAY 
back) will be added to the photo album. All 

parishioners are welcome to use the photo 
album when needing photos for church pub-
lications, church events, etc. (contact Don 

Gray or Betsy Stephenson for the pass-
word). Parishioners are encouraged to sub-

mit recent photos via email to Don to be 
added to the album  

(donaldkgray@gmail.com). Also, Don is ask-
ing to borrow òold photosó (hard copy pho-
tographs) so he can convert them to òjpegó 

files and add them to the on-line photo al-
bum (then will return the hard copies to 

you).  
 

Samples of photos from the new on-line 

photo album have recently been posted to 
the Churchõs website and can be found at 

http://www.stlukes-

cm.org/PhotoGallery.htm. 

The Trinity Oak? (3 main branches)  

http://www.stlukes-cm.org/PhotoGallery.htm
http://www.stlukes-cm.org/PhotoGallery.htm
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REMEMBERING A LOVED ONEé    CYNTHIA JOOST  

 

A CELEBRATION OF CYNTHIAõS LIFE WILL BE HELD ON JUNE 18TH (HER BIRTHDAY) AT ST. LUKE'S 

AT 11:00, WITH LUNCH FOLLOWING. 

 

Cynthia Joost and community friends were the driving force in the building of St. Luke's, Cypress Mill.  She and her ranching 

neighbors sold everything from scrap iron to varmint hunts to make enough money to build the Church.  Through good years and 

bad the congregation has hung together as a community gradually growing into a thriving congregation ministering to an ever wid-

ening area.  As many neighbors can attest to, Cynthia was always at the Church many times a day working behind the scenes.  One 

could always tell when she had been there because the kneeler she used was always down.  Several years ago she began to de-

velop Alzheimer's and then lost her husband suddenly in 2005.  Her health really went downhill after that and her family moved 

her to Houston to be close to one of her daughters.  Rev. Royce Calhoun recently described Cynthia as òA Saint!ó.  Many will miss 

her terribly, but will always have wonderful memories to share. 

Children's Sunday School... 

 

Sunday School will continue as usual through the summer months and will begin using new materials. Alejandra is moving to San Antonio soon and will no longer 

be our Nursery Worker.   Ophelia and her daughter, Diana, will be caring for our little ones. As usual, the nursery will available beginning at 9:00 during Adult 
Education through the 10:15 service.  Ophelia and her husband live on the Keith's place and have worked for them for years. I had the opportunity to get to 

know them through the ELS program at St Luke's. Diana goes to school in Johnson City and speaks perfect English. Ophelia understands more than she speaks 

but her daughter is there for interpretation. We are very fortunate to have such responsible workers to take Alejandra's place. 

 

The children have done an excellent job of falling into the pattern of beginning the class with a circle of prayer, looking up the gospel in the Bible and each read-

ing a few sentences, discussion, and art work. Praying in front of others is challenging for people of all ages but each child says something during the circle of 

prayer.  If they can't think if anything to say, we suggest they say "Thank you Jesus." There has been cooperation in the discussion time after the gospel reading 
and they have had good questions and ideas. The children are growing spiritually and learning. 

 

Christie has been very pleased with the good reaction and attention the children have shown during the puppet shows. Since we are a little one room school 

house with children of all ages, we never know what children or what ages of children will be there. Calls for flexibility. In one recent small class, Christie had the 

children go into the other room and plan a skit using the puppets and relate it to the teaching she had just covered.  She was very pleased with what they came 
up with and the way it revealed what the children had on their minds and what they had taken away from the teaching beforehand. A truly wonderful, creative 

ministry.    ñConnie Bye 

Godõs Wildflowers at St. Lukeõs  
 

Hopefully youõve noticed the wonderful wildflowers that have been blooming along the 
Stations of the Cross path at St. Lukeõs. The flowers are the result of natureõs efforts, 
and were also supplemented last fall with seeds we planted. An effort will be made over 

the next year to further promote the growth of wildflowers along the "backside" of the 
Stations of the Cross path at St. Luke's and behind the first òstationó. The goal is to 

have flowers bloom throughout the 
spring and summer. Please help in the 
collection of flower seeds from your 

land and donate those seeds to Don 
Gray for safe storage until planting time next fall. At this time and over the next 
week or so, Indian Blankets are going to òseedó and their flower heads contain 
many seeds. To collect their seeds, simply pull the partially dried head off the 

plant. Store the heads in an open paper sack or some other type of container 
that allows for moisture to evaporate and the seeds to dry.  Soon, you will find 
that most of the many types of "yellow" flowers currently in bloom will be pro-

ducing seeds in their flower heads. Collect their seeds in the same fashion.   

                                  (Photos taken by Carol Cole) 
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St. Lukeõs Memorial Day Observation 

Memorial Day was observed at St. Lukeõs on Sunday, May 30 following the 

10:15 service (outdoors, under the oak tree). The event was hosted by the 

Sunday School children who passed out the names of many of the US soldiers 

who were killed in action during May. The names, age, and hometowns were 

read one by one by those in attendance. Father Bye led us in prayer for those 

who died in protecting 

our freedom. The tribute 

was very moving.  

  

 

New òSt. Lukeõsó Sign Now Erected! 

 

Our new sign has now been erected next to the bell tower in front of the 

Church. The double sided sign was produced in Vermont by a firm who special-

izes in church signs. An all-weather letter box hangs beneath the sign and will 

soon be used to list the times of our services and events. The sign was hand 

carved and made from long lasting weather resistant synthetic material. The 

erection of the sign involved digging holes, the erection and painting of metal tub-

ing, and the hanging and leveling of the sign and letter box. Pat Burleson, Ralph 

Bishop and David Greene did a very professional job with it.  

St. Lukeõs at the òRelay for Lifeó Event   

 
St. Luke's will have a team at the Marble Falls American Cancer Society Relay for Life Friday, June 4 to Sat-

urday, June 5.  Opening Ceremony is on Friday from 6:30 to 7 PM and the Closing Ceremony is from 6:14 

to 6:45 AM on Saturday AM.  We will have an on-site booth to sell crosses and whatever else we can 

come up with.  All proceeds are our team's contribution to the American Cancer Society.  We need peo-

ple to help man the booth and to volunteer to walk.  We are supposed to have someone from the team on 

the track (it's held at the Marble Falls Middle School track) for the duration of the relay.  Beth Preston will 

have a sign-up sheet at church this Sunday.  We also need someone to bake and decorate a cake for our 

team's contribution to a cake auction, as well as having a decorated baton or "spirit stick" that we pass.  

There will be fun events, like an American Idol-type competition, that go on all night.  Breakfast is 5:30 to 

6:15 Saturday morning.  This will be a terrific evangelism and outreach opportunity and a great service to 

our community.  Letting people know we are there and that we care and offering to pray for them is in-

valuable. 

 Contact Beth P. at 830-613-4324 or at gandbpreston@gmail.com to get involved. 


