
1 

 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church 

 

άIŜŀǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Iƛƭƭǎέ 

Newsletter – March 2010 

 

From our Vicar…   “LIFE IN THE SPIRIT” 

As the great fifty days of Easter draw to a close this month, we still have two high points of celebration left in the 

season.  The first will come on Wednesday the 12th of May.  At the eleven o'clock week day mass, we will 

anticipate and celebrate the feast day of the Ascension of the resurrected Jesus in heaven.  Needless to say, this 

feast day marks one of the milestone events in the resurrected life of Jesus.  The Ascension is one of the great 

mysteries of Jesus' work in salvation history.  A bodily ascension into heaven would in itself be enough to mark as a 

wonder filled event.  However, while this does bring to completion the resurrection event for Jesus and his 

disciples, which includes us, it has yet more to offer for the people of God.  It will set in motion the event that will 

be the beginning of the world wide mission of the church.  The mission of the church then becomes the mission of 

the individual Christian, which is the same as the mission of Jesus Christ, and is about to be empowered by the 

Holy Spirit.  However, according to the prophecy of Jesus, before this can happen Jesus must return to the Father.  

The Ascension then is so intricately connected to the miracle at Pentecost that in the early church the two were 

seen as twin themes of a single celebration.  Indeed the descent of the Holy Spirit on the church was waiting upon 

the ascent of Jesus into heaven. 

Since sometime in the fifth century, our second high point of the season, the feast of Pentecost has had a separate 

feast day which will be celebrated on the 23rd of May, or the 50th day of Easter. As most of you know, the coming 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪ ƛƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 

peoples who were in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost.  Our celebration at St. Luke's will include a living 

experience of the miracle at Pentecost with a simultaneous reading of the Gospel in various languages. Worshipers 

are encouraged to wear something red for the occasion which is the liturgical color for the day.  While this is a 

celebration of ancient event in the life of the church, it is truly a manifestation of the gift of the Holy Spirit to the 

church from the Father and the Son.  Our current life at St. Luke's is truly one of the manifestation of the Holy 

Spirit in this day, time, and place.  We have much to be grateful for and much to look forward to in our life in the 

spirit of the Body of Christ at St. Luke's, Cypress Mill.  -  Father Bye+ 
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Memorial Day Prayers 

Sunday, May 30 

The children of St Luke's will be placing small American flags at the beginning of the Stations of the Cross where the three 

crosses are. After our usual lessons that Sunday, we will talk about Memorial Day and also  names of some of  their relatives 

who have died in wars.  

When we leave church that day, the children would like you to join them outside under the oak tree. Father Bye will assist them 

in saying the names of those that have died and offer prayers for our fallen heroes. 

In an additional effort to honor other soldiers, please bring names you would like to call out in our prayers. Our fallen soldiers 

have made the ultimate sacrifice for us and we want to honor them in prayers. 

 

THANKS................ 

To Elizabeth Clark, a Nurse Practioner, who is putting together a first aid kit for the church and also the Sunday 

School. A reminder that she has offered to answer any questions you might have, those that you think of on the 

way home AFTER  you leave the ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ office. Elizabeth is a wonderful resource and has spent years in the 

service of caring for patients. Elizabeth Clark, ecoliclare@hughes.net, 830-868-0861 

 

Our newest and youngest visitor Easter Sunday.  Granddaughter to Monique and 

Lonnie Ragsdale.

mailto:ecoliclare@hughes.net
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“CURSILLO” 

MUSTANG ISLAND, MAY 13-16 

Father Bye and Connie will be serving on staff at the upcoming Cursillo to be held at the Diocese of West ¢ŜȄŀǎΩǎ 

Mustang Island Conference Center (Port Aransas).  

Parishioners attending the renewal weekend are Elizabeth Clark, Beth Preston, and Scott Dawson.  Please keep 

them all in your prayers that weekend as they set aside a time to grow closer to Christ. If you are interested in 

knowing more about Cursillo or possibly attending the weekend, contact Father Bye or Connie, or go on the 

diocesan website, http://www.dwtx.org, to read more about it and the dates for future Cursillo weekends. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GIVING............. 

We are all looking forward to new facilities in the near future and none more than our children and especially 

Sunday School teachers.  We are meeting to discuss plans for our new Sunday School rooms, ongoing teaching 

materials, colors for the room and ideas for furnishings.   

What we would like the people of St. Luke's to consider is to give towards much needed new supplies for our 

children.  As you go through the grocery during this summer, pick up washable markers, fat crayons for little 

hands, colored construction paper, white drawing tablets, children's scissors, and anything that catches your eye 

for crafts. Craft supplies, sewing notions, beads, and things you think might be used for a project would be 

appreciated and put to good use. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǘƻȅǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƻƳΦ  !ƴȅ ǿŀǎƘŀōƭŜ ǎǘǳŦŦŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎΣ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƎŜ 

appropriate toys for the four and under, blankets and other things you think would be useful.  Even "new" toys 

from garage sales are acceptable if in very good condition and a toy that would be easy to clean, along with being 

age appropriate. Thanks for the "hunt for Sunday School stuff" for St. Luke's children. 

Newsletter Delivery 

Beginning last month the newsletter is being emailed, rather than mailed, to all Parishioners and friends of the 

Church with an email address on file with the Church. This change results in material savings on the cost of printing 

and mailing the newsletter and allows the newsletter to contain up to 12 pages when needed. However, should 

you prefer to receive a printed copy by mail rather than by email, just let me know and one will be gladly mailed to 

you each month. ςDon Gray, 512-496-3583, donaldkgray@gmail.com. 

http://www.dwtx.org/
mailto:donaldkgray@gmail.com
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Technical Problems with the April & May Newsletters 

Preparing the April newsletter became a nightmare last month due to software problems. Right as the final 

touches were being done on the newsletter, the file became corrupted and would not open. As a result, I 

recreated the newsletter but the same thing happened! After taking a break to release frustrations, I then created 

the newsletter for the third time using different software and was able to issue it (albeit late and in a format that is 

not as appealing to the eye as the regular newsletter). The third version of the newsletter was emailed to all 

parishioners with an email address on file at the church but was not mailed to the other parishioners.  The same 

software problem raised its ugly head again in the process of making the May newsletter.  As a result, the May 

newsletter is once again made with software that is not as appealing to the eye as the newsletters prior to April. 

Hopefully the June newsletter will ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ƴƛŎŜ άŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜέΦ ςDon Gray  

   Sandy Hodges, and grandson, Tyler, who was baptized at St. Luke's on Sunday, 

May 2. 

 

  MISSION SPOTLIGHT ON MERCY PRESTON… 

One of our teenagers, Mercy Preston, daughter of Beth and Glenn Preston, feels a call to minister to the people of 

Haiti this summer. After much conversation and investigating about how to go about this endeavor in a safe and 

responsible way, the family chose to participate in a Haiti mission sponsored by Teen Mania Ministries of  Global 

Expeditions.  The Texas organization has been in operation for twenty years and sent 65,000 students to minister 

to twenty five countries around the globe. 

The Haiti Mission is from July 20 to August 3 with a base cost of $1,833 which includes room & board, travel 

expenses, food, etc.  Half of the money is due on June 1 with the remainder due on July 20.  Any donation 

regardless of the amount will help her respond to a call of mission work.  Mercy is available for jobs at your home 

to earn money also. 

Information about how to donate will be provided by the church or you may email mercedespreston@gmail.com 

or reach her at 830-613-4342. 

We are very proud of Mercy for answering the call for this special and much blessed ministry to the people of Haiti.  

Good and faithful servant! 
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Who Doesn’t Enjoy Mowing on a Riding Mower?  

Junior Warden Dave Green is seeking volunteers to mow and weed-Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

fun! Contact Dave at 830-832-5848 to schedule your ride. The mower is a breeze to operate and even features 

άŘǊƛƴƪ ƘƻƭŘŜǊǎέΦ Lǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀ Ŏƻƻƭ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ 

ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƴ άŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜέ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳsh it around as it mows (ha!).  

ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳΩǎέ ǘƻ .Ŝǘǎȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊōȅ 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ .Ŝǘǎȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊōȅ ƛƴ ŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎǊŀƴǘΣ  tŜŘŜǊƴŀƭŜǎ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ  ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ 

is donating $540 for our use in sending children to camp. Corby initiated the grant effort and this was his wish as to 

how the funds would be utilized.  The donation will be presented on May 27 at 2:00 at PEC Headquarters in 

Johnson City.  All parishioners are welcome to attend.  

Children’s Sunday School 

On May 2, the children made cards to take to Mae Hernlund.  Mae was Sue Peterson's partner when teaching the 

children once a month for over a year.  A librarian and school teacher, Mae brought a quiet presence and love for 

the children.  We all pray for her recovery and return to Sunday School and St. Luke's.  

The children will be making Mother's Day presents on Sunday, May 9.  Supplies and preparation are in the works 

and the projects should be fun for them to make.  Also, they will be proudly presented to their Mothers. 

May will mark another Sunday, May 16, of St. Luke's Puppet Ministry.  The children were very interested in the 

story their "puppet friends" told and loved the puppets.  Who wouldn't?  Please mark this date on your calendar so 

as not to miss this wonderful teaching offered by Christie Schroeter and her helper.  Various children will have an 

opportunity to be her helper and be one of the characters.  If you would like to have your children join in a picnic 

under the big oak tree after church that Sunday, bring a simple bag lunch. We will provide juice and cookies.  

Beautiful weather and a Sunday School room full of children and puppets, warrant a picnic after church. 

On May 30, the children will observe Memorial Day.  They can bring names of family and friends who have died in 

wars for prayers.  We will also place American Flags along the Stations of the Cross with prayers offered up for 

those who have died in wars and protection for those in wars. 

Sunday School Teacher's Schedule 

                    May 2       Linda Appleton 

                    May 9       Sally Smith & Amy McLaurin (Mother's Day Project) 

                   May 15      Christie Schroeter & Sandy Burleson (Puppet Sunday) 

                   May 23    Sue Peterson & Beth Preston 

                   May 30    Connie Bye 
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Children lining up to enter the church to "flower the cross" on Easter Sunday. We had thirty children 

with us that day. What a blessing to St. Luke's. 

 

Flowering of the Cross by the children of St. Luke's on Easter Sunday 

The most "loverly" Easter egg gathers. 
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Our New “St. Luke’s” Sign     

Parishioners ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ ǎƻƳŜ άǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘǘŜǊōƻȄΦ tŀǘ .ǳǊƭŜǎƻƴ 

will lead the charge to begin around the 15
th

 of May to dig holes and place metal posts in the ground near the bell 

to support the new sign. The beautiful new sign has been on display in the Parish Hall for all to enjoy. 

 

            Six of our parishioners who went to the 

Laity Lodge spiritual retreat April 23-25. (l to r) Betsy, Paula, John, Bob, Thomas, Frana. 
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God’s Commercial’s 
A fifth grade teacher in a Christian school asked her class to look at TV commercials and see if they could 

use them in various to communicate ideas about God. Here are some of the results: 
God is like TIDE;  
He gets the stains out 
others leave behind. ..  
 

God is like  
HALLMARK CARDS;  
He cares enough to send 
His very best.  
 

God is like  
BAYER ASPIRIN; He works 
miracles. 

God is like COKE;   
He's the real thing.  
 

God is like SCOTCH TAPE ; 
You can't see Him, but you 
know He's there.  

God is like ALKA-SELTZER ; 
Try Him, you'll like Him  
 

God is like WAL-MART  
He has everything.  
 

God is like GENERAL 
ELECTRIC;  
He  brings good things to 
life.  
 

God is like DIAL SOAP;  
Aren't you glad you have 
Him?  Don't you wish 
everybody did?  
 

God is like VO-5 Hair 
Spray;  
He holds through all kinds 
of weather  
 

God is like ALLSTATE;  
You're in good hands with 
Him.    
 

DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜΧ  
DELTA  
He's ready when you are.  
 

God is like  
Bounty . . . .  
He is the quicker picker 
upper. . Can handle the 
tough jobs. ..  
And He won't fall apart on 
you  
 

God is like Maxwell House. 
... .  
Good to the very last drop    
 

God is like Chevrolet. . . 
the heartbeat of America.    
 

God is like the U.S. POST 
OFFICE.  
Neither rain, nor snow, 
nor sleet nor ice will keep 
Him from  
His appointed destination.   
 

 

St. Lukeôs Services & Events 

Sunday Services 

8:00 AM: Holy Eucharist (no music)  

9:15 AM: Adult Christian Education (in parish hall)  

9:15 AM: Child care while parents attend Adult Education (white Sunday School building)  

10:00 AM: Children Sunday School (assemble in parish hall)  

10:15 AM: Holy Eucharist (with music)  

10:15 Children's education (white Sunday School building)  

11:15 AM: Coffee and snacks (in parish hall)  

Other Days  

Monday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  

Tuesday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  

Tuesday 9:30 AM: Women's Bible Study  

Tuesday 6:30 PM: English as a Second Language Class  

Wednesday 6:00 AM (first Wednesday of each month): Men's Prayer Group  

Wednesday 9:00 AM: Morning Prayer  

Wednesday 11:00 AM: Holy Eucharist  

Wednesday noon: Women's Small Group  

Wednesday 12:30 PM: Men's Small Group at La Feria restaurant, Hwy 620 near Hwy 71, across from Home Depot  
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Important Contactsé 

 Vicar  - Tommy Bye ; 817-308-5850 ; Email: byetommy@yahoo.com 

 Bishopôs Warden - Sandy Hodges, 512-663-9745; Email: scrofts@windstream.net 

 Church Office  - 830-825-8001 

.ƛǎƘƻǇΩǎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ  

Sandy Hodges, Senior Warden HOME: 512-663-9745, CELL: 830-644-2345;  scrofts@windstream.net 
Dave Greene, Junior Warden,  830-832-5848 
Don Gray, Secretary, 512-496-3583 
Marie McShane, 512-261-6780 
Jorn Budde, 512-695-6057 
Jim Furber, 830-868-4437 
Fielding Reiner, 830-825-3335 
Christie Schroeter,  830-825-2102 

 

Altar Guild Schedule 

  

5/2    - Gail Moreman, Sally Smith & Candy Falatko 

5/9  -    Paula Sumners, Sandi Burleson, & Linda Appleton 

5/16  -  Sandy Hodges, Doreen Budde & Sue Peterson 

5/23  -  Rita Reiner & Connie Bye 

                 5/30     Gail Moreman 

Photo Contest 

bƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴtinued rains, this might be a great time for shutterbugs to pull 
ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƴŀǇ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ [ǳƪŜΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  tƘƻǘƻǎ ǘaken 
at this time, and even those taken in the past, are solicited.  

Please submit photos to Don Gray via email (or hand him a hard copy) to donaldkgray@gmail.com. Photos will be used for 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōe displayed in Swope Hall.    

 

 

 

mailto:donaldkgray@gmail.com


10 

 

 

           SNOW AT ST LUKES ON FEBRUARY 23, TAKEN BY RITA REINER 

 

 SCHEDULE OF GREETERS, LAY READERS & ACOLYTES 

Date 
Service 

Time  
Greeter Lay Reader Acolyte 

5/9 8:00 AM   Frana K.    

10:15 AM Ladd S.  Lonnie R.  Thomas S.  

5/16 
8:00 AM   Liz M.    

10:15 AM Pat B.  Marie M.  David M.  

5/23 
8:00 AM   John S.    

10:15 AM Jorn B.          Monique  Joseph S.  

5/30 
8:00 AM   David G.    

10:15 AM Rick S.         Liz M.  David M.  

6/6 
8:00 AM   Frana    

10:15 AM Don G.  Mike K.   Christie  

6/13 
8:00 AM   Amy K.     

10:15 AM Joe M.  Thomas S.   

 

6/20 
8:00 AM   Liz M.     

10:15 AM David G.  Liz M.  David M.  

6/27 
8:00 AM   John S.     

10:15 AM Pat B.  Marie M.   Thomas S. 
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                                                 Occupy Until I Come 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƴƻǿΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΚ 

άhŎŎǳǇȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŎƻƳŜΦ 

CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦ 

hƘΣ LΩƳ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳŜΣ 

.ǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ DǳƛŘŜ LΩƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ 

IŜΩƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻΦ 

So just sit tight; await the hour 

When I reveal My mighty power, 

Which I will then transfer to you ς 

To motivate and strengthen you. 

Then feed My lambs and tend My sheep, 

For what you sow, that you shall reap. 

Father, mother, sister, brother, 

You must learn to love each other. 

In loving, you live graciously 

And show that you belong to Me. 

For now our work has just begun 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΩǎ ǿƻƴΦ 

Do not lose what I have won; 

Through My power, overcome 

!ƴŘ ƻŎŎǳǇȅ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ŎƻƳŜΗέ 

- In His strength, Beth Preston 

 


